METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR 
IMPLEMENTING A HIGH AVAILABILITY 
FIBRE CHANNEL SWITCH 


Abstract of the Disclosure 

5 

High availability for a fibre channel switch in a storage area network can be 
implemented using redundant supervisors. An active supervisor can identify high 
availability characteristics associated with a message and determine whether the 
message should be mirrored onto a redundant supervisor, logged, and/or made 
10 persistent. Messages can be logged in a pending transaction buffer and stored using 
persistent storage services. Mirroring can be performed using synchronization queues 
that allow messages to be passed asynchronously to a redundant supervisor while 
maintaining full synchronization between supervisors and causing little delay to 
operation of the active supervisor. 
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